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Intensifying Prefixes in the Etymologies

by ThorstenRenk

General Considerations

The Etymologigasfound in TheLostRoadand in the Q\ddendaand Corrigendato the
Etymologi@published in VinyarTengwa#5 and 46) include severalexamplesof forms
that are denoted as OntensifiedOby Tolkien, among them those that areformed by a
prefix. The entry A- (VT45:5) is perhapsthe beststarting point for a classificationof
theseintensifiedforms.

We learn there of an intensiveprefix, Qlistinct in origin, though similar in function
to the prefixed basic vowel E. The prefix a was usually combined with dynamic
lengthening of the original initial consonantE and it could be appliedto fully formed
words OFrom this, we may infer the following:

« Therearetwo prefixes,Gimilar in function(i.e. intensification).

« Oneof themis a- followed by dynamiclengtheningof the first consonantthe
other one is the prefixed basic (i.e. root) vowel (called in Quenyathe
sund—ma

« The prefix a- could be appliedto fully formed words (it standsto reasonthat
this is said by way of contrastwith the prefixed sund—mamplying that this
mechanismappliedonly to roots, not to fully-formed words).

In the following, we explorewhat is known aboutthesetwo distinct prefixesin greater
detail.

The Prefixed Sundéma

In mostinstanceswe observehe prefixed sund—nas somethingappliedto a CEroot to
form an intensified CE root. Thus, thereis no differencein the applicationto Noldorin
or Qenyaforms. Neverthelessthere is someamount of variation to this conceptfound
within the Etymologiek particular, we canobservehe following variations:

« Prefixed sund—mawithout modification of the following root-initial
consonant,cf. NAR!- (V:348)and ANAR- (V:374).

. Prefixedsund—nvaith Jortification Oof the following root-initial consonant,
cf. NIS- (V:378)andINDIS- (V:361) (insteadof **INIS-).
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We find direct evidencefor this mechanismin V:361, secondentry I- N the glossis
Ontensiveprefix wherei is basevowelOand from the exampledTHIL- MoonQ( THIL-,
SIL-) and INDIS- = ndis- GrideOwe learn that indeed this prefix doesnOseemto be
appliedto fully formed wordsbut to the roots THIL- (SIL-) or NDIS-. VT45:17addsthe
additional information (confirming what has been said above) that the prefix is used
Qwith or without fortified following consonan®©

What is meant by that remark is readily apparentfrom NDIS- (V:375) wherewe
learn that this is a Gtrengtheningof NIS @oman@® Sowhile it is permissibleto useboth
the prefixed sund—mand the strengtheningof the first consonantfor an intensified
form, it is not necessaryThis is somewhatcontradicted by the entry E- (VT45:11),
likewise glossedOntensive prefix E when basevowel iseObut with the additional
remark Gollowed by fortified consonan© We find the exampleQler, ndereN Ender!((?
virile] young bridegroom® > Endey surname of TulkasQ Although not written in
capitals, this example seemsto refer to elaborations of the roots DER- @dult maled
(V:354) and NDER- Gtrengthenediorm of dermanO(V:375) to *ENDER in parallel with
NIS- > NDIS-, INDIS-; and ndere (ﬁridegroorr@seemsto be a form in primitive Elvish
ratherthan Qenyaor Noldorin N it doesn'tfit the phonologyof either language.

No prefixesare listed for the basevowelso or u (or explicitly for a in fact), but we
caninfer their existencerom roots listedin the EtymologigseealsoHelgeFauskangerOs
article PrimitiveElvish.

V:348has ANAR- GunOderivative of NAR!- (V:374) and ANAK- cf. NAK ®ite(E)
@awQ thus confirming the possible elaboration of a root with sund—ma. The
intensification NAR- > ANAR- seemgo follow a similar ideaas THIL- > ITHIL-. ENED-
@entred (V:356) connects well with NED- Gniddle, centreD (V:376), although no
intensification as such is apparent from the translation. Note that we donOfind a
fortification of the first consonantin this example.OLOS- @reamd(V:379) is an
elaborationof LOS- GleeXV:370); and though no direct intensification of the root is
apparentfrom the translation, the meansusedto derive the more particular from the
more generalnotion is reminiscentof DER- @dult male®> *ENDER ®ridegroomCor NIS-
@voman®> INDIS- Gride® No examplewith a sund—macan befound in the Etymologies
but in X1:389 we seeuruk- as a variant of RUKU, indicating that probably # had no
specialole assuch.

All in all, the ideathat this particular formation pattern is mostly relevantfor roots
and not somuchfor Gully formed wordsOseemsto work out, though. Thereis no clear
line asto what the meaningof the intensificationis supposedo be N the mostcommon
outcomeseemso be Ca particular out of the generaklassof objectsdenotedby the non-
intensifiedformQ but eventhat is not alwaystrue.

The Intensifying Prefixes A- and N-

In contrastto the prefixed sund—mthere is a secondclassof intensifying prefixesfound
in the Etymologiewhich is seenbeing applied to individual words (insteadof roots).
Thus, this classof prefixes actsin a different way on Noldorin and Qenyaforms.
TolkienOédeasinvolve not only prefixion of a vowel (in fact, a single vowelasprefix is
neverseenwithin this class)but alsoaddition of a consonantor dynamiclengtheningof
the initial consonantof the intensifiedword. Thereis evidencethat Tolkien changedthe
underlying conceptduring his work on the Etymologie@&nd we will try to establisha
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tentativechronologylater).
For Noldorin, the following variationsof this type of prefix canbefound:

« Prefixion of a with dynamic lengthening of the following consonant,e.g.
angol (anifiol-) (VT45:5)from unintenisfiediol- (V:378).

« Prefixion of the sund—mavith dynamic lengthening of the following
consonant.e.g.ongol (ofifiol-) (VT46:6) from unintenisfiediol- (V:378).

In Qenya,the expressionof this prefix is quite different. We canobservethe following
variations:

o Prefixan, am, aii, dependenton the initial consonantof the following word,
e.g.ankale (VT45:5)from an unintensified *kale; cf. kala(V:362).

« A prefix with vowel and nasal determined by the initial consonantof the
following word, e.g.inkale (VT45:36).

Let us now examine the evidence in more detail. Most information aboutthis
intensification mechanismis listed in VT45:5entry A- and VT45:36entry N-. The two
entries apparently refer to the samefinal prefix, and in fact the entry N- includes a
referenceto the a- prefix, but no referenceto N- is given under A-. While this would
suggesthat the A- entry reflectsTolkienO=arlier ideas,the tentative chronology of the
entries outlined by Christopher Tolkien in V:344 would suggesthat A- reflectsin fact
Tolkien's later ideason the subject(and we will provide supporting evidencefor this
interpretation from post Etymologieourcedater).

Under N-, Tolkien describedor Qenyaan intensiveprefix asa blend of a- prefix +
dynamiclengtheningand a basevowel + nasalinitials and of the syllabicforms of nasal
initials as mbatO The resulting prefix takesthe shapeGn before vowels (rare); um
beforep, g, v(umb; anbeforet, | (=d, and, r (arr), | (all), s(as$, w(u) (anw); i— before
k, g and hence= before vowel (ink, ing QO The entry I (=d) presumablyindicatesthat
whena Qenyaword-initial Iis derivedfrom aroot with D- that this consonantreappears
when the prefix is added.In addition, the entry providesthe examplesumpano ®uild®
inkale @adiance) Gund antara Qery loftyQ Antaro a name and unquale @gonyd
Consideringe.g.umpano and the root PAN- Qlace,set, fix in place)(V:380) we seethat
this is indeed distinct from the simple prefixion of the sund—mavhich would vyield
*APAN-. Thus, the quality of the vowelof this intensiveprefix dependson the quality of
the initial consonantof the root.

In Noldorin this prefix Gappearsas a with dynamic lengthening afarch angol
(a—ol) Q referring to the unintensified park, fiol. The first of theseNoldorin examples
can be found under the entry PARAK- (V:380) meaning@ryQ the secondunder NOL-
BGmellOmeaning Gtench(V:378). We will come back to the meaning of the dynamic
lengthening shortly. Note that angol again shows developmentdifferent from simple
prefixion of the basevowelN the sund—nigio andyet a is usedasthe prefix.

We find a (possible) changein this schemein VT46:6 wherewelearnthat angol,
afifiol- appearto have had their initial vowel altered, possibly to ongoland o—ol
respectivelyOThus, Tolkien here seemsto have blurred the distinction evenmore and
introduced a systemin Noldorin in which the sund—maas prefixed, combinedwith a
dynamic lengtheningof the initial consonantof the root. However,if welook at entry A-
(which according to Christopher TolkienOschronology would be the latest), afifiol-
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reappearsso this was probably a transient idea. In this later entry welearnthat the
prefix is indeeda- (in Noldorin; for Qenyaseebelow) and we learn how the dynamic
lengtheningproceedsg.g.parka @ryQON parkha, N parch, but apparka @rid, very dry®
ON apparkha, N afarch. Thus,dynamiclengtheningseemdo imply that the consonants
doubledin the CE stageand the subsequenphoneticdevelopmentsirecarriedthrough
to Noldorin. We may thus e.g.expectc- > ach-, t- > ath-, p- > aph- > af-, s- > ass-, n- >
ann-, m- > amm- and possiblyg- > ang-, b- > amb-, d- > and-. This is confirmed by N
angoshorrorQa + dynamic—gosswhere—gis dynamic length[ening] = ggd(VT45:15).
Owing to the relation with N-, the prefix would conceivablybecomean- beforevowels.
Note that thereis likely a similarity to the effectsof nasalmutation for a prefix *an-.

The Qenyaevolution likewiseundergoesarevisionN the prefix is now saidto bean,
am, aii, a generalizedform. We seethis in action in amparka @ery dryO(where the
historical form *apparka is rejected) antara @ery highOand ankale @adianced The last
examples especiallynteresting,asit apparentlyreplacesnkale, confirming that Tolkien
abandonedhe conceptof having a different vowel dependenton the initial consonant.
There are still some traces of this phenomenonleft, though N welearnthat un, um
appearbeforeq, p, b, ut owing to the influence of "- E usedonly in an evil senseas
unqualédgony@ a strengthenedorm to the root KWAL- @ie in pain({V:366).

Intensification in Post-Etymologies Sources

Tolkien seemgo havestuck with prefixing the sund—nta the CE root vs. an intensive
prefix a(n, m, 7). The clearest example is Quenyaancalima (LR:704, L:278D79)
@xceedinglybrightOrather than **incalima or **akkalima, and thus following the
formation seenin Etym.ankale rather than inkale, and supporting the idea that A-
representsTolkienOater decision.

In X1:415 Tolkien makesan interesting distinction betweenan inflectional prefix
seenin ekwé, which is saidto be a primitive pasttenseOnarked by the GaugmenOor
reduplicated basevowel and the long sund—r@acf. akara @ade,didO(ibid.) and the
extensionor intensificationseenin akwa (from kwa). Like the intensifying prefix a-, this
pasttenseprefix appeardo be appliedto fully-formed words,not to CEroots.

Sindarinand Quenyaestel ®opeCaresaidto be derived by prefixion of the sund—nta
the root stel (wWhencee.g.Sthel ntend, mean,purpose resolve will 3X1:318).

In X11:358 wefind Aran Einior, translated@ne ElderKing® This can conceiveablybe
derived from OS*anjara with subsequent-affection of the prefix vowela > ai (which in
certain environmentsasherefurther > ei, cf. the plural patternalph > eilph, UT:265)and
would henceinvolve a prefix an. The sameprefix may be seenin Cuio i Pheriain anann!
(LR:932) Gnay the Halflings live long!O(L:308) N thiat is, if anann is not to be
interpreted as dativean + and @or [a] long [time] Obut instead as an intensified form
anann @xceedinglylong® Neither interpretation is supported over the other by the
actualtranslation.

X1:311, 315 hasthe forms thentl estent, possiblymeaning @hort@Qery shortQIf the
latter is indeed an intensified form, it clearlyis interesting.Shouldwe assumethat this
reflects a prefix e with the consequentre-emergence(actually, preservation) of the
original initial root consonantsst- in internal position? This would not be a
straightforward developmentsincethe root is apparentlySTINTA- and so the sund—ma
would be i and the historically correct form would seemto be*istinta > istent (as a-
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affection doesnQiccur throughout the whole word, cf. silima > silef not **selef, \V:385).
But the prefixed vowel could then well be subjectto analogicalleveling, patternedafter
forms like thel/estel, X1:318 or thanc/nestegi, V:388which showthat the re-emergencef
the original root consonantsin the presenceof a prefix is not uncommon. Tolkien also
consideredthe fully analogicalform #ethen GhorterQin V:192 in which the original
clusterdid not re-emerge On the other hand, an original a- prefix might bei-affectedby
the sund—mi&before itself being changedby a-affection,i.e. *astinta > *estinta > estent;
but this is not a likely explanationasit would requirethat i- affectionand a- affection did
not act in the usual order. Thus, the most likely conclusion is that weobservean
intensification of the CE root here. The pair thar Gtiff gras€and gwastar Gummockd
V:388, with the re-emergenceof the original consonantcluster in the presenceof the
prefix gwa- which is usedonly Gn old cmpsQ V:399, seemsto supportthe ideathat the
re-emergenceof root consonantsis typical for old formations and that estent would
thereforenot berecent.

Acknowledgements

| would like to thank Carl F. Hostetterand Florian Q.othenonODombachfor interesting
discussionsnd valuablecommentsleadingto this article.

Bibliography

Hostetter, Carl F. and Patrick H. Wynne. QAddendaand Corrigendato the Etymologies
N Part OneQ Publishedin VinyarTengwa#5, Nov. 2003.

Hostetter, Carl F. and Patrick H. Wynne. Q\ddendaand Corrigendato the Etymologies
N Part TwoQ Publishedin VinyarTengwa46,Jul.2004.

FauskangerHelgeK. CPrimitive ElvishN Where It All Begar© Publishedin
Ardalambionrhttp://www.uib.no/People/hnohf/primelv.htm

Seealsothe generalTengwestBibliography:

Copyright ©2006 ThorstenRenk

Quotations from the works of J.R.R.or Christopher Tolkien are the copyright of their
publishersand/or the Tolkien Estate,and are used here with their kind permission. The
word TOLKIENIs aregisteredtrademarkof The J.R.R.Tolkien EstateLimited. The
charactersand scripts of TolkienOsnvented languagesand works in those languagesare
the copyright of the Tolkien Estate.

URL: http://lwww.elvish.org/Tengwestie/articles/Renk/noldintenspref.php
Firstpublished on March 6th, 2006

Lastmodified on Friday, July 28th, 2006 7:05 pm EDT

http://thehostetters.netfirms.com/elvish.org/Tengwestie/articles/Renk/noldintenspref.php Page 5 of 6



Intensifying Prefixes in the Etymologies 07/29/2006 07:42 PM

http://thehostetters.netfirms.com/elvish.org/Tengwestie/articles/Renk/noldintenspref.php Page 6 of 6



