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Noldorin Pluralsin the Etymologies

by Bertrand Bellet

Introduction

As Carl F. Hostetterand Patrick H. Wynne statein the forewordto their O\ddendaand
Corrigenda to the EtymologiesQ (tlhe Etymologies is without question our most
important sourceto date for the understandingof the internal history andrelationships
of TolkienOsElvish languages,as conceivedand imaged by their creatorduring the
drafting of The Lord of the RingsQ Yet it is also quite well known that this document
presentssome difficulties for the study of Sindarin, for at that time, TolkienO%Velsh-
inspired languagewas still namedNoldorin Oand conceivedas the mother tongue of
the Noldor, developedn their exileon Middle-earthfrom the older languagethey spoke
in Valinor, called@Id Noldorin Qin the Etymologies and Q<orolamb’ Oor (Kornoldorin O
in the Lhammas (V:174). 1t is evidently very similar to the later Sindarin,yetthereare
some differences, notably in the development of some consonants and, more
importantly here, in the nominal plural patterns. For instance, the Sindarinword
Golodh, pl. Goelydh and N later in the history of the languageN Gelydh, classpl.
Golodhrim (X1:364)is alreadypresentin the Etymologies but asgolodh, pl. goeleoidh, geleidh
and golodhrim.

Sindarin noun plurals have naturally attracted much attention N | especially
recommendthe article QAttested Sindarin PluralsOby Anders StenstrSmon the website
Mellonath Daeron, which | usedasa model here.Noldorin plurals havealsobeenstudied,
but mainly asa tool for the understandingof the later Sindarin.| believehoweverthat
they also deservea study in their own right so asto appreciatemore fully how similar
and how different Noldorin and Sindarin are, especiallyregarding the workings of
metaphonies,whosetracesare usedas a plural indicator in both languagesThis is the
purposeof this article.

In order to delimit preciselywhat stageof TolkienO3WVelsh-inspired languageis
consideredin this study, | have deliberately restricted it to the Noldorin of the
Etymologies. Most of this documentwas published by Christopher Tolkien in The Lost
Road; the rest was presentedby Carl F. Hostetter and Patrick H. Wynne in their
A\ddenda and Corrigenda to the EtymologiesQ the first part of which appearedin
November2003in Vinyar Tengwar 45andthe secondn July2004in Vinyar Tengwar 46.

Methodology
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The following inventory intends to record every Noldorin plural nominal form in the
Etymologies. ONominalOis understoodin a broad sense,and includes both nounsand
adjectives sincethey sharethe sameplural patterns,and areactuallyin continuity in the
languagePluralsaresortedaccordingto their mode of formation.

« Pluralsby vowelaffection. Thesearemarkedby vowelchangesnly.

« Imparisyllabic plurals. Theseadd a syllablein the plural, sometimeswith an
additional vowelchange.

« Classplurals are listed separately,since they are a different formation
contrastingwith regularplurals.

« Other plurals. Various formations of limited productivity that cannotbe
includedin the former categories.

The Noldorin words are quoted with their singularfollowed by their plural. Tolkien not

seldommentions two plural forms, one after the other. This practiceis followed hereas
well. | also include his further comments, which are systematicallyput between
guotation marks. A few forms in the corpus appearonly compoundedor mutated;in

this cased havelisted the word asl think it would appearin isolation,markedwith the
sign G#Q togetherwith the actualform found in the source.

Plurals by vowelaffection

Thesego backto metaphoniedn the developmeniof the languagean old plural suffix in
li, well attestedin Old Noldorin, causedvowelalternationsbetweenthe singularandthe
plural of nouns and adjectives,alternations that becameplural indicatorsthemselves
when the ending disappearedas final vowelswere dropped. Theseare by far the most
numerous,and there is evidencethat they are productive in the languageandtendto
replaceother patterns:severaforms aresaidto be analogical.

This section is classified as follows: A first distinction is made between
monosyllables,disyllables and the few remaining polysyllables.Within the first two
categorieswords are sorted accordingto their vowelsin the singularN exceptfor the
third, verysmallgroup N andgivenin alphabeticorder.

There is an ambiguity in the graphemeoe, which is sometimesprinted soand
sometimesas a ligaturece. The correctionsin Vinyar Tengwar 45 and 46 seemto show
that Tolkien usedthe differenceto denotetwo different sounds:oe for a diphthong and
e for a monophthong, the result of an o affectedby metaphony,later evolvingto e; it
must havebeena front roundedvowel,possiblymid-opensinceSindarino ande areas
well (cf. LR:1089nd The Road Goes Ever On p. 71),somethinglike the Germang in dffnen
or the French eu in peuple. Unfortunately, the distinction was not maintained
consistentlyin the printing. Thereforel have not tried to standardiseanything and
treated all instancesof oe and e alike. It happensanywaythat in all our exampleghe
monophthongis intendedN etymologyallowsusto spotthis quite easily.

Monosyllables

A
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fang pl. #feng in Enfeng (V:387).

o lalfpl. lelf (V:348).

o parfpl. perf (V:380).

o thanc pl. rhenc [for anolderpl. rhengy] (V:382).

o cef pl. ceif (V:363).

o fern pl. firn (V:381).

o hent pl. hint or henn pl. hinn (V:364)[revisedentry].
o telchpl. tilch (V:381).

o orch pl. yrch; overwrittenalternativepl. erch (V:379,VT46:7).
« orn pl. yrn; deletedalternativepl. ern (V:379,VT46:7).
o toll pl. tyll (V:394).

S

« bér Ganal[ogicalpl. byr [for an older pl. berein, beren] (V:353,VT45:7).

o

e Din pl. Dein (V:375).

o madl pl. meil or mely (V:386).
o pdn pl. pein (V:380).

o tal pl. teil (V:390).

oo

o cén pl. cin [deletedentry] (VT45:20).
o hén pl. hin (V:364).

(@)

o podpl. pyd (V:382).
U
o [Ihiin pl. #lhuin in Eredluin vS. Lhiinorodrim, Lhindirien (V:370).

AU AW

o gwaun pl. guin (V:397).
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IE

10

iau pl. iui (V:399,VT46:22).

naug pl. nuig (V:375,VT45:37).

naw pl. nui (V:378).
rhaw pl. rhui (V:383).
thaun pl. thuin (V:392).

feir pl. fir (V:381).

geil pl. gil (V:358,VT45:15).
gwein pl. gwin (V:399).

sein pl. sin (V:385).

thien pl. rhin (V:389)1

hniof pl. hnyf (V:387) 2

Disyllables

AlA

adab pl. edeb (V:390).

adar pl. edeir, eder (V:349).
Anfang pl. Enfeng (V:348,387).
aran pl. erain (V:360).

Balan pl. Belein, Belen (V:350).
falas pl. feles (V:381).

habad pl. hebeid (V:386).

nawag pl. neweig, neweg (V:375).

salab pl. seleb (V:385).
talaf, pl. teleif (V:390).

AlE

angren pl. engrin (V:348).

dangen pl. #dengin in Haud i Ndengin (V:375).
glamren pl. #glemrin in Eredlemrin (V:358,367).

gwathel pl. gwethil (V:392).

harfen pl. herfin [originally written harven pl. hervin] (VT45:23).

lalven pl. lelvin (V:348).
malen pl. melin (V:386).
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AlO

« Afor pl. Efuir, Efyr; deletedversionAvor pl. eveir (V:347,VT45:5).

o amon pl. emuin, emyn (V:348).

o annon pl. ennyn (V:348).

o Fannor especiallyin Gurfannor, Olfannor, pl. Fennyr or Fennuir (V:387,
VT46:15).

o gwador pl. gwedeir (V:394).

E'A

o fela pl. fili (V:381).

E'E

o brethel pl. brethil (V:376)3.

o ceber pl. cebir (V:363,VT45:20).

e Eledh pl. Elidh (V:356).

o eregpl. erig (V:356).

o penedh pl. penidh (V:366).

o Sethel pl. Sethil [deletedentry] (VT46:13).
o tele pl. telei (V:392).

E'EI

o cebeir pl. cebir (VT45:20).

I'E

« fileg GanalogicakingularOfor the pl. filig (V:381).
o tithen pl. tithin (V:394).

0'A

e cobar pl. ceb... [unfinished form, deletedentry] (VT45:23).
o rhofal pl. rhofel (V:382).

0!0

o doron pl. derein, deren (V:355,VT45:11).
golodh pl. goeloeidh, geleidh (V:377).

o orod pl. ereid, ered (V:379).

o thoron [besidethor] pl. therein (V:392).

ulu
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o curu pl. cyry (V :366,VT45:24).
o tulus pl. tylys (V:395).
U'E

o duven pl. duvin (V:376,VT45:38).

UI'E

o muinthel pl. muinthil (V:392).

uro

o muindor Ganalogicalpl. muindyr (V:394).

Other polysyllables

o Alchoron pl. Elcheryn (V:367).

o avaron pl. everuin [deleted] (VT45:5).

o Caleledh pl. Celelidh [readinguncertain] (VT45:19).

o Lhoebenidh or Lhoebelidh pl. @GreenElve (V:368); sg. not given, but
VT45:26 states that these entries were initially written Lhebenedh and
Lhebeledh, respectively.

o Mirion pl. Miruin (V:373).

o thalion pl. thelyn (V:388)

Interpretation

The Noldorin plural patternsappearto be asshownin tablesl and 2.

Tablel:

Vowel
affectionin
monosyllables

Singular Plural

a e
e i, ei
0 b4
a ei
é i
0,0 V.
i ui
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au ui

ei i

ie i

io y, ui?

Table2: Vowel affectionin polysyllables

Singular Plural N final syllablePlural N _non-final syllable

a ei>e e
e i e
i b i
0 @wi>ei>elui>y ®>e

o<au ui>y

(=)

u y y
u b u
ei i b
ui b ui
io ui>y b

The variation betweenei, e for the affection of a in final syllablesprobably reflectsa
diachronic development.Tolkien sometimeslists both forms, in ei then in e, probably
meaningthat the former is earlierthan the latter. Conceivablyei was monophthongised
to e in post-tonic syllabledatein Noldorin. The sameexplanationholdsfor the variation
betweerui and y asthe affectionof o in final syllables.

The variation betweene, e and @i, ei, e must be similar: the vowele and the
diphthong @i werefirst unroundedto e and ei, which then evolvedtogetherwith e from
other sources.

The distribution of e and ei for the affection of a and 4 in monosyllablegprobably
reflects a phonetic conditioning. Shorta affectedto e in the plural appearsbefore
consonanfclustersandlengthenedi affectedto ei in the plural beforesingleconsonants.
It would be interestingto know if this differenceof vowelaffectiononceexistedin final
syllablesof polysyllablestoo, but it is not really possible,for the original patternis
confusedby the late shift of post-tonic ei > e that wasreferredto above.One cansee
neverthelessthat no instance of ei as final affection of a appearsbefore consonant
clustersin our corpus.

The affection of e in monosyllableanight alsodependon the structureof the word.
It shiftsto i in the plural before consonantclustersbut to ei before singleconsonants.
We haveonly one exampleof the latter; andin monosyllabledavingalengthened, the
affectionappearsasi. It may be surprisingthat cef doesnot follow the samepatternthat
cén or hénm; this discrepancyis perhapslinked to the slightly different consonantal
environment,but our dataarereallytoo limited to ascertainanything.

On the other hand, the various productsof the affectionof o and é are not explained
so easily. Monosyllablesregularly show a shift to y (there are signsthat Tolkien also
considereda shift to e but abandonedt); when the word endswith a singleconsonant,
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we havea lengtheneds in the singular,alengthenedy in the plural. In final syllables is
eitherturnedto e > ei > e or to ui >y, while in non-final syllables either shiftsto e > e
or remains.The latter treatmentcan at leastbe explainedit is attestedn the word rhofal
where the o comesfrom an earlier @ N Tolkien reconstructsthe ancestralform as
*ramaleé (V:382). Quite clearly,while non-final affectionturned original o to e > e it lefto
< a unchanged,most probably becauset wasstill atthe intermediatestages. We also
havean exampleof the final affectionof o <a in the word Afor (from *abaré, V:347): it
yieldsui (asin monosyllables)which laterbecomeg.

Yet an earlier version of the entry Afor pl. Efuir, Efyr gaveeveir asthe plural of Avor,
moreoverboth developmentsare encounteredrom original o. At that time the contrast
betweenthe developmentsof original o and o < a doesnot explain the discrepancyat
leastnot at the stagesof Noldorin recordedin the Etymologies. Possiblyit did once,
before the pattern was confused by the merger of the two kinds of o and further
developmentsredistributed the two kinds of affection (but the rules for this do not
appearclearly). Externally speaking|t is probablethat Tolkien simply changedhis mind
while composingthe Etymologies. 1t may not be insignificant that final affectionof o is
usually to y in Sindarin (with the noteworthy exception of ered as a pl. of orod
@nountainCandthe AGondorianQened asa pl. of onod EntQbesideregulareryd and enyd,
cf.L:224no. 168).

A fewwords do not follow the samerules.

aran pl. erain foreshadowshe later Sindarin plural pattern.In Sindarinei > ai in final
syllables(compareerain and Ereinion Gcionof KingsQ another nameof Gil-Galad); this
rule is usuallynot operativein Noldorin. Instead Tolkien seemdo haveconsideredhat
the shift of ei > ai was characteristicof the Noldorin dialect spokenby the F‘anorians
(seethe entry MAG - aspresentedn VT45:30).

fela pl. fili and tele pl. telei can be explainedby their history: the former comesfrom a
earlier *fel" pl. *fil' where" (spirant g) was ultimately vocalised,whereasthe latter
might come from a contraction of vowels;the primitive form is givenby Tolkien as
*télesa, and we can reconstruct an Old Sindarin form *teleha, pl. *telehi. Possibly
intervocalic h disappearedearlier in the plural than in the singular (becausef the
different vowelqualities),yielding first *teleha pl. *telei then *teleh pl. *telei > tele pl. telei.
The Etymologies areinconsistenton that matter, however:thereis a similar casewith the
imparisyllabicthél pl. thelei (V:392)but it is contradictedby pél pl. peli (V:380,VT46:8)4

Comparisonwith Sindarin

The patternsof vowel affectionin Noldorin appearrather similar to Sindarin,but there
areafew differences.

The final affectionof a is to ei, later monophthongisedto e in posttonic syllables.
The first developmentprobably occuredin Sindarinaswell at an earlystage but ei later
shiftedto ai in final syllablesFor the samereasonthe alternationei / i appearsasai / i
in Sindarin (e.g.cair @hipQcf. LR:1029footnote,and XI1:371, pl. #cir in the nameCirdan
GhipwrightQcf. UT Index).

The final affectionof o is regularlyy in Sindarin, without formsin ei > ei > e except
in ered asa plural of orod @ountainCbesideeryd and ened asa Gondorian alternativeto
enyd as a plural of onod &ntO(L:224 no. 168). It is not even certain that this y was
conceivedas the result of an earlierform in ui (asin Noldorin polysyllables)for no
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affectionof o > ui is explicitly attestedn that language.

It seemghat the final affectionof au, which is ui in Noldorin, waschangedto oe N
the diphthong N in Sindarin, for the nameNibin-noeg for the Petty-Dwarves(UT:148
n.16)evidentlyshowsthe plural of naug @warfO

Imparisyllabic plurals

Most of theseplurals go backto forms the baseof which had a final consonantin the
singular in Old Noldorin. Thesewere eventuallydropped, but wereretainedbeforean
ending, and this produceda differencein the number of syllablesbetweenthe singular
andthe plural in Noldorin.®

o bor pl. byr for older berein, beren (V:353).
o férpl. ferin (V:352,381).

o oel pl. oelin (V:349).

o Olpl. elei (V:379).

o pélpl. peli (V:380,VT46:8).

o thél pl. thelei (V:392).

o thor, thoron pl. therein (V:392).

o torpl. terein (V:394).

Threewords havepluralsin !y with a different origin.

o madl pl. meil or mely (V:386).

o orch pl. yrch, archaicyrchy (V:379,VT46:7);yrchy overwritesan alternativepl.
erch addedaboveyrch.

o rhanc (archaic)pl. rhengy, usuallyrhenc (V:382).

Thesegobackto wordsin lu in Primitive Quendian,with pluralsin !ui, which gavesg.lo
/ 'wi in Old Noldorin; and while final o wasdropped like most other final vowels,final
lui wasretainedand monophthongisedo !y (perhapsthrough an intermediatelong !y).
This ending shifted a precedinga > e and o > y. The historical developmentwasas
follows.

« *orku (TolkienOseconstruction) pl. *orkui > ON orko pl. orkui > N orch pl.

yrchy.

o *smalu (TolkienOseconstruction)pl. *smalui > ON malo pl. malui >N mal pl.
mely.

o *ranku (TolkienOseconstruction)pl. *rankui > ON ranko pl. rankui > N rhanc
pl. rhengy.

As our three examplesshow, theserare plurals tended to be replacedby analogical
plurals with vowelaffection.
Therearetwo casesvherea plural ending!in might appear.

o lhagr and lhegin; readinguncertain,perhapslhegrin; the two forms aremerely
listed side by side, and they may be doubletsrather than a singular followed
by aplural (V:367,VT45:25).
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o naugol (naugl') pl. nauglin in the expressionmir na Nauglin, an alternativeto
Nauglavir, the Qrue N idiomO corresponding to the Doriathrin form
Nauglamir (V:375).

Its origin is not clear;HelgeK. Fauskangesuggestshat it wasabstractedrom historical
imparisyllabic pIuraIs.6 Suchareanalysids interestinglyat the origin of the Welshplural
endings. Another possibility in the earlier linguistic scenariois that Noldorin was
influencedby the native languageof Beleriand,for the plural ending!in is well attested
in Doriathrin and llkorin.

Classplurals

Thesehavea collectivemeaning,and canbe seento contrastwith otherkinds of plurals.
They are built on singularsby the addition of a suffix: in Noldorin liath and !rim are
attested.The latter is in facta form of the noun rhim @rowd, hostQ as Tolkien statesin
V:383, so the class plurals built with this ending could actually be consideredas
compounds,andthey arehistorically, yet Tolkien regularly callsthem (pluralsO In L:178
(no. 144)he statesabout Sindarinthat Qhe generalplurals werevery frequentlymadeby
adding to a name (or a place name)someword meaning@ibe, host, horde, people®
There are also syntacticargumentsto considerthem as plurals in Sindarin,sincethey
trigger plural agreementof adjectivegcf. Pinnath Gelin @GreenRidge€on the map for
The Lord of the Rings and in The Silmarillion Appendix) and articles (cf. Tol-in-Gaurhoth
@sle of [the] Werewolve€in The Silmarillion, similar to the unquestionablyplural Annon-
in-Gelydh @ateof the Noldor@. This is very probablytrue of Noldorin also.

e Eledhrim classpl. of Eledh (V:356).

« firiath (?)classpl. of fir [later emendedjir han, mortalOvasreplacedby feir
pl. fir] (V:381;VT46:10).

o giliath classpl. of geil (V:358correctedin VT45:15).

« Dadrin (read*Dadrim?) classpl. of Dan (V:375).

o golodhrim classpl. of golodh (V:377).

e orodrim classpl. of orod (V:379).

o Penedhrim classpl. of penedh (V:366).

o siniath classpl. of sein (V:385).

Other plurals

« filig pl., analogicakingularfileg or filigod @mallbird @V:381).
o lhoth @ower(s)Q sg. lhothod [reading of the secondo uncertain] (V:370
correctedin VT45:29).

These nouns actually mark number in a different way from the others.The basic,
unmarkedform is really a collective, from which a form indicating a unit extractedfrom
it N technicallya singulative N can be built by way of a suffix. At the end thereiis a
singulative/ collective opposition which is superficially like the more usual singular/
plural opposition. Thereis a completeparallelin the Brythonic languagesWelshhasfor
instancemoch Qigs, group of pigsOvs. mochyn @ pigQor coed wood, @roup of treevs.
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coeden @reeQ This categoryespeciallyincludesitems often found in groups;the dataare
too limited to sayif it is alsothe casen Noldorin.

o hén pl. hin dual hent @yeV:364,VT45:22).
o Ihaw @ars (of one personOfrom Gan old dual *lasu N whence singular
IhewigQ first written aslhaweg (V:368,VT45:26).

Here we seethe isolated survival of the old categoryof dual (still alivein Quenya)in
Noldorin. In the secondcasewe also have a dual / singulativeopposition. Brythonic
languagesalso have a few duals for parts of the body, especiallyBreton,which hasfor
instancelagad @yed daoulagad @ pair of eye€) daoulagadoi: Qairs of eye€or skouarn @ar0
| divskouarn @ pair of eye®/ divskouarnoi @airs of ear® This formation is more
restrictedin Welsh,which hasfor instanceglin ®neeQpl. gliniau dual deulin, or dwylo, an
original dual now usedasthe plural of llaw GandC?

o feredir pl. faradrim (V:387,VT46:9).

Feredir is clearly*farad-dir ®unting-manOwith vowel affection N which incidentally

suggestghat compoundsof this kind must be old. The unaffectedform of the first

elementis seenin the plural. In this compoundwe seesuppletion:dir @hanQ usedasan

agental ending with a shortenedvowel (cf. V:354), is replacedby rhim @rowd, hostO
(V:383) in the plural. This formation is similar to classplurals. Thereis an interesting
parallel in German, which has a seriesof compound names for occupationswhose
secondnemberis Mann @nanQn the singularand Leute @eopleCin the plural: Kaufmann

Ghopkeepetpl. Kaufleute, Fachmann Gpecialis€pl. Fachleute, Seeman @eamai@pl. Seeleute,

etc.

Notes

This article wasfirst published on Aaron ShawOsebsiteThe Noble Tongue N I Lam
Arth (http://sindarin.weet.us).

1. Actually the two forms are merely listed side by side,and they maywell be
doublets.

2. The entry reads Guiof (pl. hnyf) and hnuifQ This last form is apparently a
variant, but it is not clearwhetherit is singularor plural.

3.In V:352and V:381brethil is implicitly givenasasingular.

4. Helge K. Fauskangerdiscusseghis thoroughly in his article Gsindarin N the
Noble TongueQ sectionCExpandedpluralsQ

5. | developedthis point in the article Qmparisyllabic nouns in SindarinOon the
websiteThe Noble Tongue- I Lam Arth.

6. SeeCBindarinN the Noble TongueQ sectionPluralsin -inQ

7. The entry reads ON Dan, pl. Dein, DadrinQ The n of the latter is in the
manuscript. | tend to think it is a slip for *Dadrim, a classplural in !'rim common in
ethnic names(cf. the abovementionedEledhrim, golodhrim, Penedhrim), all the more
so that this presentationsingular N plural N class plural is not isolatedin the
document. Tolkien alludesto the Sindarin shift of nr > dr (dhr) in LR:1087and it is
attestedelsewheran the Etymologies: considerfor instancethe Noldorin forms odhron
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and odhril from the root ONO! (V:379). Yet one cannot entirely rule out that it isa
rare kind of plural, which should then be classifiedamongthe imparisyllabic,nearthe
lin forms. SeeLambengolmor messages43(Sep.20,2004)and 745(Sep.21,2004).

8. Ball and Fife (1993),p. 310and 365.
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